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Environmental problems, such as ozone depletion, global warming and acid rain, have
been considered to be global issues to be solved under the international consensus and
global cooperations. Interdisciplinary collaboration of related academic fields has
also been regarded to be an inevitable approach to the issues.

Great emphasis on global aspect of environmental issues, however, may confuse
us in recognizing the true essence of the problems. The fact that environmental
problems, either global warming or acid rain, affect more than one country or region
makes us regard such problems as global in nature. When we search for their causes,
however, it becomes clear that each case presents different challenges and characteris-
tics. It is such regional nature that makes environmental problems the object of area
studies. '

“Global” environmental problems are, in fact, vernacular problems to be solved
firstly within that certain area which has indigenous history of interaction of nature
and man. While environmental problems pose contemporary challenges, their root
causes can be traced back to earlier times. The lack in such historical knowledge
sometimes prevents us from understanding what truly is in question today.

Instead of interdisciplinary approaches which have turned out to be incompetent,
the eco-historical approach is claimed to be the initial, necessary attempt to settle

problems.
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