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In recent years, scholars in the United States have been becoming increasingly
concerned with the lack of historical knowledge among the general public. However,
at the same time, various sites and institutions that commemorate certain aspects of
the American past have remained popular. History museums, in particular, draw a
large number of people every year and play an important role in shaping people’s

notions of the past.

This paper explores the cultural significance of history museums in the United
States. First, it explains the importance of history museums by discussing a recent
surve&‘on the sense of the past shared among Americans. The survey shows that
history museums play an important part in people’s daily lives by providing the kind
of historical knowledge that is deemed highly trustworthy. This section also provides
an overview of the state of scholarship on the topic of the cultural significance of

museums.

After the general introduction to the current state of museum scholarship, this
paper reviews a museum exhibit. It focuses on an exhibit entitled “ From Bento to
Mixed Lunch,” outlining both the strengths and the problems of the exhibit. The
review is offered here as an example of one of the ways in which museums are being
studied by scholars interested in investigating the cultural significance of museums

today.
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