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World History published by Iwanami Bookshop recently is one of the well-known
and established series of this kind. The titles of the articles in this volumes show the
perception of the Japanese historians in general. Everyone can easily recognize from
the titles of each volumes that the “World of Islam”, “World of South Asia” and
“World of South-East Asia” are included in the title, but not the “World of Africa” as
well as Latin-America and Oceania in spite of that geographical size. This shows that
Africa has never been recognized as one of the “World” in terms of historical percep-
tion. Why and what is the reason? '

This article will discuss about this question based on the analysis of the various
books on African History including General History of Ajrica published by UNESCO.

For Africanists, it is one of the big questions whether African Continent can be
dealt with as one historical entity or should be divided into North Africa and Sub-
sahara Africa. In Japan there is a strong tendency to divide into the two. UNESCO
series took the side of “Africa as one continent” because of several reasons. It is suffice
to say here that idea of the editors of the UNESCO series towards Africans is the unity
of the African Continent rather than revenge towards European imperialism.

One of the obstacles which prevent us from the historical perception like UNES
CO’s is the text book of world history for high school students in Japan. Look at the
proportion of African history in the text book, which is 49 at best.
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