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Ever since the terrorist attack in the United States on 11 September 2001, and
especially the Bali bombing on 12 October 2002, the dangerous and “ fundamentalist ”
image of Indonesia and Southeast Asian Islam has circulated. “ Fundamentalist ”
discourse assumes that radical Islam denies modern systems and values, although their
attitudes are varied.

In this article, the author compares the lives and thoughts of two very different
Islamic preachers : Abu Bakar Ba’asyir and Abdullah Gymnastiar. Ba’asyir is suspect-
ed as the mastermind of the Bali bombing. He denies the plurality of the Indonesian
nation and seeks the establishment of a caliphate. In contrast, Gymnastiar or Aa Gym
emphasizes a moderate version of Islam. Aa Gym largely agrees with modern systems
such as democracy, pluralism and human rights. He encourages Muslims to be success-
ful in business under modern capitalism. Although Aa Gym seems very different from
Islamists such as Ba’asyir, he does share some veiwpoints with current Islamists. For
example, Aa Gym carefully avoids violation of Islamic law. His emphasis of tauhid, or
oneness of God, and the comprehensiveness of Islam are also particularly common
among Islamists. An Islamic activist or movement cannot therefore be judged as either
exclusively moderate or militant. Contemporary social changes, as a result of eco-
nomic development, have transformed the fundamental nature of Islamic thoughts and

movements.
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